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ISIS: A BYPRODUCT OF SALAFISM?

Prerequisites _

The text that follows assumes that the reader is familiar
with the contemporary Salafi movement and the movement
of Shaykh Muhammed bin Abdulwahhab. For those who are
not, it is recommended that you review the following short
biographies and terminologies before reading the text.

Muhammed bin Abdulwahhab (1703 - 22 June
1792)

Ibn Abdulwahhab was a religious leader in central Arabia
from Najd who founded the movement now called Wahha-
bism. He rejected many common Muslim practices because
he regarded them to be either a religious innovation (bid‘ah)
or polytheism (shirk).

Ibn Abdulwahhab's pact with Muhammad bin Saud helped
to establish the Emirate of Diriyah, the first Saudi state.
Thus began a dynastic alliance and power-sharing arrange-
ment between the two families which continues even today
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The 'Al ash-Sheikh', Saudi
Arabia's leading religious family, are the descendants of Ibn
Abdulwahhab, and have historically led the scholars in the
- Saudi state, dominating the state's clerical institutions.

Muhammad bin Saud (d. 1765) ?

He is also known as Ibn Saud and was the emir of Diriyah
and is considered the founder of the first Saudi State and

1 With some modifications from https://en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/
Muhammad_ibn_Abd_al-Wahhab
2 With some modifications from https: / /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Muhammad_bin_Saud
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[SIS: A BYPRODUCT OF SALAFISM?

the Saud dynasty, which are technically named for his fa-
ther — Saud ibn Muhammad ibn Mugrin (died 1725). Ibn
Saud's family (then known as the Al Mugrin) traced its de-
scent from the tribes of Banu Audi and Hanifa but despite
popular misconceptions, Muhammad ibn Saud was neither
a nomadic Bedouin nor was he a tribal leader. Rather, he
was the chief (emin of an agricultural settlement near mod-
ern-day Riyadh, called Diriyah. Furthermore, he was a com-
petent and ambitious desert warrior.

Taqiyyuddeen Ahmad bin Taymiyyah (d. 26 Sep-
tember 1328)°

He is known as Ibn Taymiyyah for short. He was a con-
troversial medieval Sunni Muslim theologian, jurisconsult,
logician, and reformer. A member of the Hanbali school of
jurisprudence founded by Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ibn Taymi-
yyah was also a member of the Qadiriyya Sufi order found-
ed by the twelfth-century mystic and saint Abdul-Qadir Gi-
lani. A polarizing figure in his own lifetime, Ibn Taymiyyah's
contentious and iconoclastic views on such widely accepted
Sunni doctrines of the medieval period such as the interces-
sion of pious people and the veneration of their tombs made
him very unpopular with the vast majority of the orthodox
religious scholars of the time, under whose orders he was
imprisoned several times during his life.

Often viewed as a minority figure in his own time period and
in the centuries that followed, Ibn Taymiyyah has become
one of the most influential medieval writers of the present

3 With some modifications from https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ibn_Taymiyyah
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day. His particular interpretations of the Qur'an and the
Sunnah and his rejection of some aspects of classica] Islam-
ic traditions are believed by some scholars to have had con-
siderable influence on contemporary Wahhabism, Salafism,
and Jihadism. Indeed, particular aspects of his teachings
had a profound influence on Muhammad bin Abadulwah-
hab, the founder of a movement in Saudi Arabia that would
later come to be known as Wahhabism.

Ibn Taymiyyah did not marry. Living during the troubled
times of the Mongol invasions, Ibn Taymiyyah was forced
to leave his native Harran at the age of six, in order to seek
refuge with his father and three brothers in Damascus.

He has influenced the Salafi (Wahabbi) movement through
his writings on creed and politics, and through Salafis’ glo-
rification of Ibn Taymiyya as a fierce opponent of any per-
ceived heresy. Some Salafis decipher the present fighting in
the Muslim world as a reinstatement of bloodshed that oc-
curred during Ibn Taymiyya’s era, when Mongol armies cap-
tured and threatened Muslim territory in the Middle East.
ISIS invokes Ibn Taymiyya frequently to claim his scholarly

authority for its highly exclusivist Sunni identity and its em-
brace of jihad*.

Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (1292-1350)°

He is a major student of Ibn Taymiyya and an accomplished
scholar in his own right. Ibn Qayyim is also one of the me-

4 Withsomemodificationsfrom http:/ /tif.ssrc.org/201 5/04/20/
the—islamic-states-intel]cctual-genealogy/
5 Withsomemodificationsfrom http://tif.ssrc.org/2015/ 04/20/

the—islamic—states~intellectual-genealogy/
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dieval authorities invoked most by ISIS. The jihadist group
cites Ibn Qayyim when discussing diverse topics but espe-
cially in two areas, scriptural interpretation and legal rul-
ings. For example, ISIS quotes at length from Ibn al-Qayyim
in discussing the issue of mubahala—a session in which two
sides invoke God’s curse upon whomever is in the wrong
(see: Dabiq, issue , pp. 21-22).

Juhayman al-‘Utaybi (ca. 1935-1980)°

He is famous for leading the two-week siege of the Grand
Mosque of Mecca in 1979. Al-‘Utaybi was a leader of al-Ja-
ma‘a al-Salafiyya al-Muhtasiba (The Salafi Society for Com-
manding Right and Forbidding Wrong), a Salafi group that
began in Medina in the mid-1960s. Initially supported by
senior Saudi scholars, the group’s increasingly uncompro-
mising stances and iconoclastic worship practices eventual-
ly generated conflict with the scholarly establishment.

In the late 1970s, al-‘Utaybi’s faction of the Society reject-
ed the Saudi state and came to believe that one of its own
members was the Mahdi. This belief inspired its uprising
in Mecca. Al-‘Utaybi’s ideas influenced al-Maqdisi, making
al-‘Utaybi an indirect influence of ISIS.

Hamad bin Atiq (1812/3-1884)

This scholar from present-day Saudi Arabia epitomized a
school of thought within nineteenth-century Wahhabism

6 Withsomemodificationsfromhttp:/ /tif.ssrc.org/201 5/04/20/
the-islamic-states-intellectual-genealogy/
7 Withsomemodificationsfromhttp: / /tif.ssrc.org/2015/ 04/20/
the-islamic-states-intellectual-genealogy/
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that rejected any friendly interaction between those cop-

sidered to be true Muslims and outsiders. This exclusive

conception of Muslim identity influenced the thought of

al-Utaybi and al-Maqdisi and, through them, the thought

and actions of ISIS.

Salafism?

The Salafi movement or Salafist movement or Salafism is an
ultra-conservative reform branch or movement within Sunnj
Islam that developed in Arabia in the first half of the 18th

century. It advocated a return to the traditions of the "de-
vout ancestors” (the salaf.

The majority of the world's Salafis are from Qatar, UAE and
Saudi Arabia. A full 46.87% of Qataris and 44.8% of Emi-

ratis are Salafis, while 5.7% of Bahrainis are Salafis and
2.17% of Kuwaitis are Salafis.

Only 22.9% of Saudis are Salafis thus making them the "dom-
inant minority" in Saudi Arabia. There are 4 million Saudi
Salafis who are concentrated in Najd. The terms 'Salafi and
'Wahhabi' are used interchangeably but some Salafi's con-
sider the term 'Wahhabi" to be derogatory.

Kafir®

Kafir (plural: kuffar, feminine: kafirah) is an Arabic term
meaning "unbeliever”, or "disbeliever". The term describes &

8 With some modifications from https: / /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Salafi_movement

9 With some modifications from https: / /en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/
Kafir
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person who rejects or disbelieves in God and the teachings
of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), and denies the dominion and
authority of God or otherwise does not heed the beliefs held
in Islam. It is used as a derogatory term. Unbelief is called
kufr. Kafir is sometimes used interchangeably with mushrik
(polytheist), another type of religious wrongdoer mentioned
frequently in the Qur'an and Islamic works. The practice of
declaring another self-professed Muslim a kafir is known as
takfir.

Takfir'®

In Islamic law, takfir refers to the practice of excommuni-
cation or one Muslim declaring another Muslim as kafir
(non-believer). An erroneous or ill-founded takfir accusation

is a major sin and a forbidden act.

Alwala' wa-l-bara'!

It is an Arabic term meaning "loyalty and disavowal". It sig-
nifies loving and hating for the sake of Allah. Al-wala' wa-Il-
bara' is referred to as holding fast to all that is pleasing to
Allah, and withdrawing from and opposing all that is dis-
pleasing to Allah. Loving for the sake of Allah means to love
Allah and to show loyalty to Him by following His Law. It
means to love all that is good and permissible in the Quran
and Sunnah. This type of love requires one to defend Al-
lah's religion and to preserve it. It is to love those who are
obedient to Allah and to defend and assist them. Hating for

10 With some modifications from https:// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Takfir

11 With some modifications from https://en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/
Al_Wala%27_Wal_Bara%?27
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the sake of Allah signifies showing anger towards those who
oppose Allah, His Messenger, His religion.

Al-Durar Al-Saniyya Fi Al-Ajwiba Al-Najdiyya (The
Precious Pearls for Najdi Answers)

A 16 volume book (in Arabic) written by a number of scholars
and edited by Abdul-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Qaasim
Al-Najdi. Often, it is referred to as Al-Durar Al-Saniyya. 1t is
the source for the creed (agida) and the jurisprudence (figh)
of Muhammed bin Abdulwahhab as well as his followers.
The book also contains historical documents such as letters
written by the Shaykh himself to his friends and foes alike.

Sharia*?

Sharia, Sharia law, or Islamic law is the religious law forming
part of the Islamic tradition. It is derived from the religious
precepts of Islam, particularly from the Qur'an and Hadith.
In Arabic, the term 'sharia’ refers to God's immutable divine

law and figh (jurisprudence) refers to its human scholarly
interpretations.

The traditional theory of Islamic jurisprudence recognizes
four sources of sharia: the Qur'an, sunnah (authentic had-
ith), qiyas (analogical reasoning), and ijma (juridical consen-
sus). Different legal schools—of which the most prominent
are Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i and Hanbali —developed method-
ologies for deriving sharia rulings from scriptural sources
using a process known as ijtihad. Traditional jurisprudence

distinguishes two principal branches of law, 'ibadaat (ritu-

12 With some modifications from https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/
Sharia
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als) and mu'aamalat (social relations), which together com-
prise a wide range of topics. Its rulings assign actions to one
of five categories: mandatory, recommended, permissible,
disliked, and prohibited.

11
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Introduction .

In the Name of Allah Most Gracious Most Mercify]
Whether we like it or not, the savage terrorist group IS|S
and its sisters, such as Al-Qaeda, associate themselves Wwith
Islam. The heinous acts of terrorism that they perpetrate
are supposedly done in the name of Islam. We can sit down
and claim all day long that the savagery, bloodshed, injus-
tice, wrongdoing and all other inhumane acts they commit
not only have nothing to do with Islam but are also con-
demned in Islam yet the fact remains is that the youth who
are the lifeline of these organizations are mostly the children
of Muslims.

If we want to put an end to losing our children to these ter-
rorist organizations, we must be honest with ourselves and
ask the question: Where have we gone wrong? What ideology
among Muslims is responsible for resulting in a generation
that is so violent, careless, mindless and savage?

It turns out that two of the renowned Saudi Scholars have
already responded to this question and I wanted to share
their answers with the English speaking reader. It is refresh-
ing to see that the Saudi Scholars are openly talking about
this; for the realization of the problem can be half of the
solution.

May Allah make this little effort a means by which the truth
can be understood. Ameen!

All praise is due to Allah and may His peace and blessings
be upon our Master Muhammed, upon his Family, his Com-

12
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panions and upon those who follow in their footsteps until
the day of judgment. Ameen!

Dr. S. Kose
sendmeabook@hotmail.com
United States of America
2017
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lars ar nfessing the
link between ISIS and Salafism

In this section, we will quote from two of the Saudi Scholarg
who admit that ISIS is a byproduct of Salafism and its ide.

ology.
Dr. Adil Al-Kalbani!3 -Interview

The following is a partial transcript of an interview!* with
Al-Kilbaani:

Journalist: You said that ISIS is a byproduct of Salafism?

Al-Kilbaani: Indeed.
Journalist: How so?

Al-Kalbani: Look! Some of our brothers claim that ISIS was
established by various intelligence organizations. In fact,
intelligence services do not establish new ideologies but
they take advantage of existing [suitable] ones. The ideolo-
gy of ISIS is the ideology of Salafism!s. It is not the ideology
of the Muslim Brotherhood, Qutbism!¢, Sufism nor of the
Asha’arism. Rather, ISIS justifies its way or methodology us-
ing our own books (Salafism). That is why you will find that

13 Dr. Al-Kalbani was one of the Imams of Masjid Al-Haram in
Mecca.

14 https://youtu.be/Y0ygQqlwY8c

15 The Salafi preacher Adnaan Al-Arur's praise of ISIS is con-
firming Al-Kilbaani’s view. Al-Arur said: "Ninety nine percent of our
brothers in ISIS are believers, Muslims, sincere people (mukhlisoon),
truthful people (saadiqoon), be it inside or outside Syria, and they
are there to defend (Islam].” (The video is available on https://twit-
ter.com/al3uny)

16  Inreference to the Egyptian author Sayyid Qutob.

14
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most of our [Salafi] brothers who criticize ISIS, only criticize
their application, not their ideology. We must refute their
ideology as well. Take for example the case of an apostate.
We must make it clear who an apostate is, and who has the
right to judge and apply the law etc. Once again, most of us
criticize their savage ways of killing and bloodshed because
it ruins our reputation in front of the other nations. What
this means is that if they applied their ideology in a way that
did not cause embarrassment to us as Muslims, we would
be at ease with ISIS. Yes, once again, ISIS is a byproduct of
Salafi teachings. It is true that there may be [foreign] intelli-
gent services who exploit them pave the way for them, sup-
port them with weaponry and made it easy for them to be-
come who they are now. But they exploit what exists in our
[Salafibooks in print or circulation today. There are those
amongst us who adapted these ways that are present in our
books but they don’t come out and always express it openly.
In fact, because of some specific fatwas, we have seen some
journalists assassinated. These were in fact Salafi fatwas
and no other.

15
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Dr. Haatim!? Al-Ouuni!® - Interview

This is the partial transcript of the program called ligaq al-jy-
mu'ah where Dr. Al-Ouuni gave the following interview after
an article on the very subject was published in Al-Hayah;

Journalist: You said in “Al-Hayah”:
“The denial of the relationship of an ill-founded takfir
with Salafism (of Al-Durar Al-Saniyya), not the Salafism
of the righteous ancestors, is what keeps this thought
alive among us, threatening us at eévery moment, de-
stroying minds and dragging our children into the hel]
of extremism and radicalism. This gives us the oppor-
tunity to respond to their ideology as soon as possible.
When they fancy the weakness of the security forces,
to turn on the homeland and the citizens, as they did
in Iraq and Syria, which betrayal of the nation and the
homeland is greater than covering up such a thought

by denying that it exists especially at such a dangerous
times as today?”

Could you tell me more about this?

Dr. Al-Ouuni: The idea of extremism, in fact, existed in our
Islamic history. All of us know about the Kharijites who
fought Othmaan (ra) and then Ali (ra) and killed him. They
weakened the Muslim Ummah by causing division. Extrem-
ism is not just found in our religion but also in others such
as Christianity and Judaism. Certain people, for various rea-
sons, are attracted to extremism. But we are talking about

17 An academic at Umm Al-Qura University, a former member of
the Shura Council.
18 https:// youtu.be/FPGOinv45-8
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the extremism that shed a lot of blood all over the Muslim
world. In particular, we are talking about ISIS and what is
referred to as other jihadist movements in places such as
Afghanistan, Somalia, Mali, Algeria and Tunisia. Everyone
agrees that these groups or organizations are extremists.
But the questions we must ask ourselves is: What is their
ideology built upon?

You will find that, irrespective of their name or locality, they
associate themselves with Salafism [and rely on the Sala-
fi sources]. Specifically, you will find that they rely upon
the methodology of the Najdi Movement taken from Al-Du-
rar Al-Saniyya. This is not a secret at all. You will find in
their documents, books or publications that they rely upon
the clear statements from Al-Durar Al-Saniyya in declaring
people disbelievers (takfi) or excommunicating them and
permitting themselves to kill those people. Al-Magdisi and
others who have been writing on the subject for 20 years all
adopted the methodology of Al-Durar Al-Saniyya.

Journalist: Those who disagree with you do so from two
points of view. First, they say that what you are claiming is
incorrect. That the jihadist groups such as Al-Qaida, ISIS
and other have adapted the methodology of Al-Durar Al-San-
iyya needs evidence. Prove to us that their methodology is
indeed taken from Al-Durar Al-Saniyya.

Dr. Al-Ouuni: Of course, we can provide some proof and
examples. First we need to talk about their link to Al-Durar
Al-Saniyya and the erroneous or ill-founded takfir that is
found in Al-Durar Al-Saniyya. Then, if you wish, we can talk

17
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about the issues related to takfir. First, the name “Saif Ji-
haidst groups” is clearly indicating that these people are no¢
related to Sufism or As'aris or others but they are related t,
Salafism. They claim that they follow what is in the Quriap
and Sunnah, the contemporary Salafi scholars, as wel] as
those from the past. If you look at the texts ISIS and other
Jihadist groups use, and into the content they teach, you
will find them to be the same as what the Najdi Movement
uses such as Kitaab Al-Tawheed which by the way does not
contain this takfeer- it came in other books. If you see their
propaganda vehicles, you will find the same “10 nullifiers of

Islam (nawaagqid al-Islaam al-ashara)” [as found in the Najdi
Movement.].

More importantly, I say to those who disagree with me:
“What is your view of the takfir that ISIS adapted?” What is
your view of takfir al-Haakimiyya, al-wala’ wa-lI-bara’ with
ignorance not being an acceptable excuse (for someone)?
You will find that their answers match exactly those of ISIS
and other terrorist organizations. Aren't all of these types of

takfir present in Al-Durar Al-Saniyya? How can anyone deny
the link between ISIS and it?

Journalist: What I am understanding from you is that ISIS
is only executing what is in Al-Durar Al-Saniyya and what is
adapted and accepted by all [Salafi] scholars of today?

Dr. Al-Ouuni: It's not true that all scholars accept it.

Journalist: You said:” There are scholars who conceal their
agreement with the methodology of ISIS even if they differ in

18
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terms of political affiliation.”

Dr. Al-Ouuni: Correct. I am not saying that all the Saudi
scholars are in agreement with ISIS. Some may agree with
them in certain areas but disagree in other areas. When we
came back to Al-Durar Al-Saniyya which contains the takfir
that ISIS adopted, we find that there is a lack of will in ac-
cepting the mistakes in Al-Durar Al-Thaniyya.

Journalist: Let me make sure I am understanding you cor-
rectly. Are you saying that ISIS is applying what these schol-
ars concluded but they were unable to apply or the princi-
ples and the rules are there but the understanding of ISIS is
the extreme one?

Dr. Al-Ouuni: In fact, about seven years ago I was asked
concerning the takfir found in the History of Ibn Bishr and
the History of Ibn Ghannaam and its relation to the move-
ment of Al-Shaykh Muhammed bin Abdulwahhab (may Al-
lah have mercy on him). I answered, long before ISIS and
others [appeared] that in the movement of Muhammed bin
Abdulwahhab there is good and there are also scientific mis-
takes (akhtaa ilmiyya) in takfir.

Journalist: What do we say then? Do we say that these prin-

ciples [of the Najdi Movement] are correct but ISIS applies
them incorrectly?

Dr. Al-Ouuni: No no. That is why I mentioned one of my old
fatwas a little while ago. In the methodology and history of

the Najdi movement, you will find scientific mistakes and
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