EPUB/image_0011_00.jpeg
PREFACE.

Of all branches of history, none is.so pregnant with mat-
ter for controversy as that which treats of the career of the
Church ; none excites such wide-spread interest, or causes
such intense feeling. ‘‘Theological hate ” 1s proverbially
strong ; and it influences the person of superior culture as
effectively as it does one of ordinary attainments. To all
who are animated by this sentiment, ecclesiastical history
furnishes keen and powerful weapons. But to those who
are actuated by simple yearning for truth, to those who feel
that the career of a society must show whether it be of God
or of mn, this branch of science is of first importance. In
our day, especially, appeals to ecclesiastical history are not
merely of last resort—certain thinking men are influenced
by its lessons when they ignore other authority in religious
matters. agreeing with Fenelon that ¢ He is profoundly ig-
norant of the nature of religion, who does not perceive
that she is all historical ” (Education c. vi).

In publishing the following dissertations, we are act-
uated by a desire to supply a want in our English eccle-
siastical literature. Histories of the Church we have in
abundance, but no one work which treats exhaustively,
and nearly exclusively, of the many controverted points
which are of interest alike to Catholic, Protestant, and in-
credulist. We claim no merit for having thrown new light
upon subjects, many of which have been fully illustrated by
master-minds, whose writings are familiar to the ex-
perienced ; but zeal and conscientiousness have united in
an endeavor to lessen the labors of the student in a most
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APPROBATION OF
MT. REV. MICHAEL AUGUSTINE CORRIGAN, D.D.
ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK.

ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE,
NEw Yogk, Jan. 22, 1901.

REev. DEAR DOCTOR

Permit me to congratulate you most
sincerely on the successful completion of the Herculean task
of publishing your “ Studies In Church History.” The six
ample volumes which, under this modest title, embody the
results of your labors, will remain a monument of your zeal,
your great learning, and your unflinching perseverance. JIm-
probus labor omnia vincit. In these volumes you offer light
and valuable guidance regarding all the knotty questions and
controverted points of Church History ; and you supply an
arsenal whence may be drawn unfailingly ammunition for the
defence of the Church against oft-repeated calumnies and mis-
statements of facts. Moreover, with this wealth of erudition
in vindicating the truth, there runs through the entire work a
beautiful docility to the See of Peter—in fine, that Roman
spirit which is like a sixth sense, instinctively pointing to
what is right, and guarding from error. While I felicitate
you on the accomplishment of the greatest literary work ever
undertaken by a priest of this Diocese, I thank you for the
good example which you have thereby given to your Breth-
ren in the Clergy ; and I trust that it may stimulate others
to devote their talents and their leisure to promoting the
greater glory of Him who is the Immortal King of Ages, and
the World’s Redeemer.

1 am, my dear Doctor,
Very faithfully yours,

Abp. of New York,
REev. Dr. PARsoNS,
Yonkers, N. Y.
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FROM HIS HOLINESS, POPE LEO XIIL

. Lo 2. XIIL

Dmeoro FrLio, REUBEN PARsONS, -
Presbytero Neo-Eboracenst :

DILECTE FILI, SALUTEM ET APOSTOLICAM BENEDICTIONEM !

Senis voluminibus qua nuper edita ad Nos misisti, duplicem
assequutus es laudem, et utramqe merito ; alteram alacris ingenit
magneque eruditionis, alteram tincensi studii ad Catholicum
Nomen ab osorum calumniis vindicandum. Mens tibiin operoso
labore exantlando ea unice fuit, ut, depulsis erroribus ex historia
quaesitis, facilius qui dissident ad Catholica Sacra adducantur.
Hanc tibi mentem, Dilecte Fili, fortunet Deus! Nihil enim
optatius Nobis est quam ut omnes unico Christi ovili, quotquot
Ejus Sanguine redempti sunt, contineantur. Quo vero officit
gratiam rependamus, Apostolicam Benedictionem Nostram,
tbi caritatis testem, amantissime impertimus.

Datum Romae apud 8. Petrum die X X. Maii, Anno MCMLI.,
Pontificatus Nostri Anno vicesimo quarto.

Lo (S (7 X222 -

(TRANSLATION.)
To Our BeLoveED SoN, REUBEN PARsSONS,
Priest of the Archdiocese of New York :
BELOVED SoN : HEALTH AND APoSTOLIC BLESSING !

For the six volumes which you have recently published,
and which you have sent to Us, you have received two encom-
iums, both of which you have deserved ; one because of your
spirited talent and great erudition, the other because of your
fervent zeal in defense of the Catholic cause from audacious
calumny. In the execution of your laborious design, you
have had only one object in view ; namely, such a refutation
of historical errors as would impel separatists to enter into
the Catholic Fold. May God second your endeavors, dear
son! Nothing is nearer to Our heart than the hope that the
One Fold of Christ may soon shelter all who have been
redeemed by His Blood. And now, mindful ¢f the privilege
of Our office in your regard, we accord Our Apostolic Bless-
ing to you most lovingly, as a testimony of our affection for you.

Given at St. Peter’s in Rome on the Twentieth Day of
May, in the Year MCM1i., the Twenty-fourth Year of Qur

Pontificate. :
Leo PP. XIIL
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Frprimatur
s MICHAEL AUGUSTINUS,

Archicpiscopus Neo-Eboracensis,

CoryYriuHT, 1886,

REV. REUBEN PARSONS, D. D.
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STUDIES

CHURCH HISTORY,

REV. REUBEN PARSONS, D. D.

** That a theologian should be well versed in
history, i8 shown by the faw: of those who,
through ignorance of history. have fallen into
error...... Whenever we theologians preach,
argue, or explain Holy Writ, we euter the do-
main of history.—"

MELCHIOR CANTS, Lov. Theol., B. XI.,c. &

VOIL. I
OENTURILES I.—-VIII,

SECOND EDITION.

FR. PUSTET & CO,,

NEW YORK ANDCINCINNATL

1900
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